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SUBJECT: NTT PRESIDENT MEETS WITH PRIME MINISTER TO 
PROTEST INCLUSION OF NTT PROCUREMENT IN MTN 

1 . SUMMARY: NIPPON TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO. (NTT) 
PRESIDENT AKIKUSA ANNOUNCED HE HAD MET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
FUKUDA TO ASK THAT NTT PROCUREMENT NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE 
MTN. THE PRIME MINISTER S REPORTED ANSWER IN EFFECT DENIED 
AKIKUSA’S REQUEST. INDICATING THAT JAPAN MAY BE 
PLANNING TO MAKE SOME CONCESSIONS ON THE NTT PROCUREMENT 
ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

2. NTT PRESIDENT TOKUJI AKIKUSA ANNOUNCED AT A PRESS CON- 
FERENCE ON MAY 17 THAT HE HAD MET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
FUKUDA TO PROTEST THE INCLUSION OF NTT PROCUREMENT POLICIES 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT AT THE MTN. 
ACCORDING TO TRADE PAPER "DENPA SHINBUM" ARTICLE CONFIRMED 
BY NTT PRESS OFFICE, AKIKUSA SAID TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
"SINCE NTT USED ONLY DOMESTICALLY PRODUCED EQUIPMENT, IT 
WOULD MAKE THE OPERATION OF HIS COMPANY DIFFICULT IF THEY 
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WERE FORCED TO USE FOREIGN MADE EQUIPMENT, AND THEREFORE, 
HE WOULD LIKE THE CURRENT SYSTEM CONTINUED." THE PRIME 
MINISTER IS REPORTED TO HAVE REPLIED THAT HE WOULD LIKE 
NTT’S COOPERATION IN REMOVING NON-TARIFF BARRIERS. 

3. MR. AKIKUSA'S MEETING WITH FUKUDA FOLLOWED A MEETING 
BETWEEN MR. AKIKUSA AND FUJITSU PRESIDENT KOBAYASHI ON 
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MAY 9. MR. KOBAYASHI, IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
ASKED THAT NTT NOT OPEN UP PROCUREMENT TO FOREIGN MANUFACT- 
URERS BECAUSE DOMESTIC MAKERS WERE IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. 
IF FOREIGN MAKERS WERE ALLOWED TO BID ON NTT PROJECTS. IT 
WOULD MAKE THE SITUATION EVEN WORSE FOR DOMESTIC MAKERS. 

4. IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE MR. AKIKUSA DID NOT ELABORATE 
ON HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER BEYOND HIS 
REPORTED ANSWER WHICH IN EFFECT DENIED THE REQUEST FOR 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION. 

5. COMMENT: THE STAGE MAY NOW HAVE BEEN SET FOR SOME CON- 
CESSIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT ON THE NTT PROCUREMENT ISSUE. 
EQUIPMENT MAKERS HAVE REGISTERED THEIR OBJECTIONS WITH NTT, 
AND NTT IN TURN HAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAS ASKED 
FOR SPECIAL CONSIDERATION BUT HAS BEEN TURNED DOWN BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER. HAVING GONE THROUGH THIS PROCESS, THE 

WAY MAY NOW BE CLEAR FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO OPEN UP NTT 
PROCUREMENT, WHICH IS OF CONSIDERABLE CONCERN TO POTENTIAL 
U.S. SUPPLIERS AND THE SUBJECT OF A NUMBER OF ACTUAL OR 
PROSPECTIVE CASES IN THE TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE. 
MANSFIELD 

NOTE BY OC/T:: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 TOKYO 09038 200014Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROCUREMENT, NEGOTIATIONS, TRADE AGREEMENTS, COMMUNICATION LINES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TOKYO09038 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780213-1094 

Format: TEL 

From: TOKYO USMTN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780539/aaaabgkq.tel 

Line Count: 93 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 35771 79a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2631506 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NTT PRESIDENT MEETS WITH PRIME MINISTER TO PROTEST INCLUSION OF NTT PROCUREMENT IN MTN 
TAGS: ETEL, ETRD, JA, NTT 
To: STATE GENEVA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3577179a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



